Request for a Course to Fulfill the

Western History Perspective

Note regarding General Education Requirements
In order to have a course designated to fulfill one or more General Education requirement, instructors must submit a syllabus (or full course description) along with a Request Form for each requirement, indicating how the course addresses the guidelines passed by the faculty.  No course may satisfy more than two General Education requirements.  Perspective course instructors are encouraged to incorporate Convocations and other experiences when these are pertinent to the subject of study.

Western History Perspective Description

The Western History Perspective is intended to help students develop an understanding and appreciation of history as a way of knowing through the study of one or more major traditions, institutions, events, or achievements of Western Civilization.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of any course meeting the Western History Perspective, a successful student will:

1. understand and practice basic historical inquiry, including evaluation of primary and other sources as well as analyze different interpretations of the past;

2. appreciate and question the idea of Western identity in connection with the specific content of the course;  

3. acquire a sense of the specific temporal and geographical location of the historical phenomena covered by the course; 

4. grasp the key influences on continuity and change in the period studied; 

5. gain an understanding of the past on its own terms as well as its influence on the present.

______________________________________________________________________________
Please respond to the four guidelines listed below:
Guidelines for Approving Courses for the Western History Perspective
(For purposes of the Western History Perspective the “West” denotes those regions in which the primary influence has been European in origin)
Western History Perspective courses should address the student learning outcomes listed above and must:
1. include study of a number of primary sources, artifacts or reproductions of them, and of a selection of conflicting interpretations of the past;
2. address what it means to be Western;
3. include an historical narrative that describes the “key influences on continuity and change in the period studied” among the texts or other information available to the student;
4. clearly address skills and habits of mind listed in the Aims for General Education.
