Request for a Course to Fulfill the

Practical Reasoning (PR) Requirement
Note regarding General Education Requirements
In order to have a course designated to fulfill one or more General Education requirement, instructors must submit a syllabus (or full course description) along with a Request Form for each requirement, indicating how the course addresses the guidelines passed by the faculty.  No course may satisfy more than two General Education requirements.  Perspective course instructors are encouraged to incorporate Convocations and other experiences when these are pertinent to the subject of study.

.

Practical Reasoning Across the Curriculum Description

The Practical Reasoning Requirement is met through the satisfactory completion of two courses, at least one of which must be firmly grounded in math or statistics.  Courses meeting this requirement are intended to help students to be able to discern connections, consider alternatives, and think about topics and issues from multiple perspectives, as well as foster the development of moral reflection and responsible action.

Designations for Practical Reasoning Courses

An approved Practical Reasoning course that is “firmly grounded in mathematics or statistics” is called “Practical Reasoning with Quantitative Emphasis” and is given the designation “PRQ.”  Other approved Practical Reasoning courses are given the designation “PR.”
PR Student Learning Outcomes

The focus of any Practical Reasoning course should be the use of reasoning skills and abilities.  Different disciplines will use different tools to improve the students’ practical reasoning abilities, but all such courses should aim to cultivate in students a broad, flexible, and sophisticated use of reason.  To this end, at completion of the course, a successful student will be:
1. more sensitive to nuances of language use;

2. able to identify logical relationships between and among propositions;

3. able to use and to recognize different patterns of reasoning;

4. able to recognize improper patterns of reasoning;

5. able to use appropriate criteria to evaluate reasoning;

6. able to deliberate about various courses of action by weighing evidence;

7. able to think clearly about values and their place in a reflective and active life.

______________________________________________________________________________
Please respond to the four guidelines listed below:
Guidelines for Approving Courses for PR Designation 

Courses from virtually any discipline could, in principle, be approved for PR designation.  But, in order to help students become more mature users of practical reasoning, courses that are to meet the practical reasoning courses with the PR designation must include explicit and self-conscious attention to at least a majority of the following topics:
1. Language Use

· the role of definitions in reasoning

· ambiguity and vagueness

· the appropriate and inappropriate use of analogy, metaphor, and other non-literal uses of language 
2.
Reasoning

· consistent and inconsistent sets of sentences

· valid and invalid forms of inference

· contradictions and contraries

· appeals to authority and to individual cases (i.e., personal experiences)

· fallacious reasoning
3.
Decision Making

· cause and effect relationships and correlations

· presuppositions and implications of beliefs and actions

· self-knowledge and bias

· weighing short- and long-term goals

· identifying relevant information and considering the impact of a variety of possible states of affairs in decision making
4.
Evaluative Reasoning

· moral reflection and responsible action

· reasoning about ethical and aesthetic values

