Request for a Course to Fulfill the

Natural Science Requirement

Note regarding General Education Requirements

In order to have a course designated to fulfill one or more General Education requirements, instructors must submit a syllabus (or full course description) along with a Request Form for each requirement, indicating how the course addresses the guidelines passed by the faculty.  No course may satisfy more than two General Education requirements.  Perspective course instructors are encouraged to incorporate Convocations and other experiences when these are pertinent to the subject of study.
Note regarding the Natural Science Requirement
Students may satisfy the Natural Science Requirement of the General Studies curriculum in one of two ways: (1) by successfully completing GSTR 332, or (2) by successfully completing two approved science courses in two different disciplines, at least one of which is a lab course.  

This document is for the proposal of courses other than GSTR 332.

Natural Science Requirement Description 
The course(s) will provide students with an integrative perspective from the different areas of the natural sciences (astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology, and geology) which will enable them to investigate scientific topics more fully.  Students should begin to understand their place in nature and the similarities, which they share with all forms of life and matter.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of any course that meets the Natural Science Requirement, a successful student will understand:

1.  how nature is subject to scientific inquiry and the kinds of questions scientists 

     

     ask in order to understand the natural world;


2.  how scientists pursue their questions through common methods such as 

     hypothesis formation and testing, experimentation, data collection, and 

     

     interpretation;


3.  specific natural science content presented within the context of the course.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Please comment on how your course will accomplish the following learning outcomes:
1. Students will understand how nature is subject to scientific inquiry and the kinds of questions scientists ask in order to understand the natural world.

2. Students will understand how scientists pursue their questions through common methods such as hypothesis formation and testing, experimentation, data collection, and interpretation.

3. Students will understand specific natural science content presented within the context of the course.

_________________________________________________________________________________
Please respond to the following additional requirements if they are applicable to your course.

1. Courses proposed to fulfill the lab course requirement must focus on specific natural science content and include a significant laboratory/fieldwork component similar to those in the already approved courses.  This component should occur at least weekly.

2. Courses that examine the natural sciences from the perspective of another discipline, or courses in the applied sciences that focus on specific natural science content but do not include a significant lab component, may be proposed as non-lab courses to be used in satisfying that part of the natural science requirement.






