Request for a Course to Fulfill the

International Perspective

Note regarding General Education Requirements
In order to have a course designated to fulfill one or more General Education requirement, instructors must submit a syllabus (or full course description) along with a Request Form for each requirement, indicating how the course addresses the guidelines passed by the faculty.  No course may satisfy more than two General Education requirements.  Perspective course instructors are encouraged to incorporate Convocations and other experiences when these are pertinent to the subject of study.

International Perspective Description
The International Perspective is intended to help students develop an understanding and appreciation of world citizenship through the study of world cultures or languages.  

This Perspective may be met by completing the requirements of either Choice A or Choice B:
A.
Two world culture courses, one of which must be non-Western; one or both of which may be met by approved courses taken abroad.
B.
Two courses in a language other than English, one of which may be waived by a placement examination (i.e., at least one language course must be taken after entering Berea College).
Student Learning Outcomes

A course may fulfill the International Perspective if it either (a) entails the study of a culture other than the student’s own (a world culture course) or (b) entails the study of a language other than English in which successful students will:

1. understand distinctive aspects of the cultures and civilizations studied;

2. think critically about aesthetic, moral, and/or social norms other than their own and gain a better understanding of their own cultures;

3. recognize and think critically about cross-cultural connections;  

4. develop tolerance of values across cultures.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Please respond to the four guidelines listed below:
Guidelines for Approving Courses/Experiences for the International Perspective

International Perspective courses should address the student learning outcomes listed above and must:

1. engage students in a culture on its own terms through the study of a language or examination of primary documents (e.g., original texts in translation, artifacts of visual culture, etc.);
2. address cross-cultural connections;
3. provide opportunities for students to reflect on cultural values;
4. clearly address skills and habits of mind listed in the Aims for General Education. 
In addition, for purposes of the International Perspective:

The “West” denotes those regions in which the primary influence has been European in origin. Based on this understanding of “the West,” the term “non-Western” would apply to regions in which the primary influence has been non-European in origin (e.g., China), and to regions within the West in which the primary influence has been non-European in origin (e.g., native American areas of the United States).

