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Unde standing student'
grade point averages

A student’s Grade Pdint Av-
erage (GPA) is somethirig he or
she will carry beyond high
school, whether it’s gpod or
bad. “GPA is a huge fdctor in
obtaining scholarships|and in
gaining admission to a follege
or university,” says Janice
Miller, guidance counselor at
Rockcastle County| High
School. “When filling put ap-
plications for admissior] and/or
scholarship, there is usually a
question about student rpnking.
Student rank is also determined
by grade point average.”

Employers and military re-
cruiters request the samg infor-
mation. Therefore, it is|impor-
tant to understand what the GPA
is and how it is calculated.

Each letter grade a student
earns is assigned a number,
ranging from four poings for an
A 1o zero points for an K. At the
end of the semester, the letter
grade the student received for
each class is added together,
then divided by the number of
classes taken. This resalts in a
GPA anywhere from 0 10 4.0.

For example, a student took
five courses, earning 2 A’s, 2
B’s,and a C. The student earns
8 points for the A’s, 6 points for
the B’s, and 2 for the €. This
totals 16. Next, divide by 5, the
number of courses taken. The
GPA would be 3.2

At Rockcastle County, an-
other factor also comes into
play. Advanced Placement (AP)
classes are weighted classes,

meaning in those clasges an A

is worth 5 points, a B is |4 points

credit.

Each semester’s G
culated along with the GPAs
from previous semestérs to ar-
rive at the cumulative GPA.
When a student graduates, the
cumulative GPA is thejone that
will be requested. This GPA will
also determine the scholarships
a student can apply for.

Another source of] college
money, Kentucky Edycational
Excellence  Scholarships
(KEES), is awarded based on
each year’s GPA. If 3 student
earns money for a good GPA (at
least 2.5) during their freshman
year, the student canjuse that
award for college upon high
school graduation. If the GPA
qualifies again sophomore year,
more money will be pdded to
the reward amount. The process
continues for the juniqr and se-
nior years. This scholarship
money ranges from $536 to
$2500 paid annually for college
costs is a great asset for students
who continue with their educa-

1 and maintain a certain GPA to

tion.

Having a good GPA while in
high school is also pdvanta-
geous. Miler says, “It §s used to
determine honors such as vale-
dictorian and salutatokian; it is
also sometimes used (to select
students for certain programs or
clubs, such as the National
Honor Society or Beta Club.”
In addition, athletes rpust earn

participate.

“A good GPA is a reflection
of how motivated a student is
and how important grades are to
him or her,” Miller says.
“Teachers, admissions counse-
lors and scholarship committee
members do make certain judg-
ments about a student based
upon GPA; because that is of-
ten the first piece of information
they get about a student.”

Although students and par-
ents can calculate the GPA on
their own, the guidance office
can also supply it In addition,
at some schools parents can re-
trieve student grades and atten-
dance records directly through
the school’s Software Technol-
ogy Incorporated (STI) pro-
gram. With the student’s social
security number and a four-digit
number provided by the guid-
ance office, parents can log onto
the data collection system from
any computer. To find out if
parent use of ST is available at
your school, ask your student’s
guidance counselor. —_




